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A season’s end: a story in photos

Players charge onto the field, ripping through the banner for the last time this year on Saturday, Nov. 10. This game served as senior day to
honor players and cheerleaders on their last game at Winona State. The Warriors took home a 24-20 win against Concordia University, St. Paul
bringing the season record to eight wins and three losses.

NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu

Photo story continued on page 10, see Football.

NEWS

Gastrointesinal illness invades Winona State campus
ERIN JONES
copy editor
eejones14winona.edu

W

inona State University and
the Minnesota Department of
Health have been working together
to determine the cause of the recent
illness outbreak that has happened
on campus.
Findings of a recent campus-wide
survey that was sent out via e-mail
have determined that reported
symptoms are consistent with
norovirus, a gastrointestinal illness
that is commonly mistaken for food
poisoning.
According to an e-mail sent
on Nov. 9 by Doug Schultz, who
is an information officer for the
Minnesota Department of Health,
mostly students have reported
having symptoms.
“To date, more than 200 people,
mostly students, have reported
GI symptoms consistent with
norovirus, according to a survey
sent out earlier [last] week,” Schultz
stated in the e-mail.
Symptoms of norovirus include
nausea, vomiting, diarrhea and
abdominal cramps, as well as
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“Winona State University staff responded immediately to the reports
of illness, reinforcing preventative measures and instituting additional
measures, including extra disinfection across campus and employee
screening in dining service.”
-Doug Schultz
headaches, fever or chills and
muscle aches.
Schultz’s e-mail also stated that
though a large number of reports
have been reported in the past two
weeks, the first reported case of
illness was Oct. 1.
“A low level of transmission
appears to have been occurring
on campus in October, but then
was likely amplified through food
from one or more central or large
kitchen(s) around Nov. 1-3, when a
sudden spike of illness occurred,”
Schultz’s email stated.
Despite this early report,
Senior Director of University
Communications, Marketing and
Media Relations, Andrea Northam

said she was only recently informed
of these illness reports.
“I was first made aware there
were reports of illness on Nov.
2.,” Northam said in an e-mail.
“The [Minnesota Department of
Health] has the most up-to-date
information on reported cases and
the timeframe.”
Northam said though, that both
the university and the Minnesota
Department of Health have been
working hard to investigate the
cause of the illness further.
“Winona State University staff
responded immediately to the
reports of illness, reinforcing
preventative measures and
instituting additional measures,

including extra disinfection across
campus and employee screening
in dining services,” Northam said.
“The investigation of the cause of
illness is being conducted by the
[Minnesota Department of Health].”
The investigation being conducted
has started within Winona State
Dining Services, as norovirus can
be transmitted through food.
“Food can play a role in norovirus
transmission when a food worker
works while ill or too soon after
being ill or if a patron who is or has
been ill handles food from a buffet
line or salad bar,” the e-mail stated.
Senior Director of Dining
Services at Winona State, John
Sinniger was contacted for this
article but never responded to
questions sent by the Winonan
reporter.
In addition to a continued
investigation of the illness outbreak,
Winona State and the Minnesota
Department of Health has sent
e-mail updates to students, faculty
and staff and will continue to do so
as more information comes forward.
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Horoscopes

Week of Nov. 14

By: Shannon Galliart

Scorpio (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
All your hard work will be
rewarded this week, whether
publicly or just through praise from
friends. You’ve earned it!

Aquarius (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
You may be feeling overwhelmed
this week, take some time to take
care of yourself and just sit back
and breathe.

Taurus (April 20 to May 20)
It’s important to stick to your plans
and stick with your friends this
week, they would do the same for
you.

Leo (July 23 to Aug. 22)
If you have a big decision to make,
it’s okay to put it off a little and take
time to think about it, there’s plenty
of time.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Your head and your heart may be in
conflict this week, just try to be as
strong and kind as you can be.

Pisces (Feb. 19 to March 20)
Stay focused this week and get your
work done, there’s not much time
left in the semester!

Gemini (May 21 to June 20)
Change is coming for you this
week, take some time to prepare for
it.

Virgo (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Be at your best this week, tensions
may be high for you, but try not to
overreact.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
Be cautious in your decisionmaking this week, it’ll benefit you
greatly.

Aries (March 21 to April 19)
You’re the boss this week, and your
hard work to get to that position will
be recognized.

Cancer (June 21 to July 22)
Take some time to find new
inspiration this week, it may just
boost your motivation as well.

Libra (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Just go with the flow this week,
don’t let canceled plans get to you.
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Living costs continue to rise, affects college students
MARSHAL WILL
political and economic reporter
marshal.will@go.winona.edu

"Well it’s artificial of course. Someone must pay

S

tandard of living costs continue
to rise faster than wage increases and inflation. College students
face increasingly high costs for
either purchasing a home or renting
an apartment.
When accounting for inflation,
real earnings increased only .3 percent for the past year. Real hourly
earnings increased only five cents
from $10.76 in September 2017 to
$10.81 September 2018 according
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
The Bureau also shows the cost of
housing has increased 2.5 percent
over the past year and median cost
of renting increased 2.8 percent.
Chief economist Greg Willett at RealPage talked about the constricted
rental market.
“The country’s apartment market
remains tight, with product availability generally limited to recently completed properties moving
through initial leasing,” Willett said.
“Unless a renter can afford that expensive new stock, finding a readyto-lease unit takes some real work
in most locations.”
To combat these costs, some may
argue that there should be a limit to
how much landlords can charge

that price. For investors, they won’t be interested
in developing additional space if they have lessor
revenues and a lower return on that investment.”
-Michael Murray, finance professor at Winona State University
their residents.
Winona State University finance
professor Michael Murray, who has
worked in the real estate field, commented on the effects of limiting
rental prices.
“Well it’s artificial of course.
Someone must pay that price. For
investors, they won’t be interested
in developing additional space if
they have lessor revenues and a
lower return on that investment,”
Murray said. “They are the market,
so if you artificially hold those prices down then there is no incentive
for them to build more with additional space.”
Murray also addressed solutions
to the increasing rental costs.
“The answer to [the issue] is that
apartment buildings should be constructed but then that would be

a zoning issue,” Murray said. “You
have to find areas that are suitable
for that in town, or somewhere near
campus.”
According to the website City
Data, the average rent in 2016 for
the city of Winona was $639 a
month.
The trending decline of students

attending Minnesota state schools
has also been affecting the Winona
rental market.
A local landlord, who wished to
remain anonymous, talked about
how the decrease in student availability has been affecting the rental market in Winona. Landlords
believed that Winona was unique in
that it had an oversupply of housing
because less students are attending
now than in the past.
“The decline of the Winona State
population has affected the student
rental market. There are several
different opinions on why Winona
State may be struggling,” the landlord said. “It goes from simple demographics that there aren’t enough
students going to college.”

Meet the news staff...

Rachel Hollcraft
Local reporter

Marshal Will

Political and economic reporter

Morgan Reddekopp

Academic and Administrative Reporter
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Have a burning
opinion? Want
to share a news
tip?
Send your questions,
opinions and suggestions
to zsbailey14@winona.edu
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THIS WEEK IN WINONA

W
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T
Nov. 14

Nov. 15

Nov. 16

Nov. 17

Nov. 18

Nov. 19

Nov. 20

A Good Time for the Truth - Panel Discussion
Time: 7-8 p.m.
Place: Science Laboratory Center 120
Contact: Colette Hyman
chyman@winona.edu
Lyz Jaakola-International Music Series
Time: 6-7 p.m.
Place: Performing Arts Center - Recital Hall
Contact: Patricia Young
pyoung@winona.edu
Emilie: Defends Her Life Tonight by Lauren Gunderson
Time: 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Location: Performing Arts Center - Black Box Theatre
Contact: Jim Williams
jiwilliams@winona.edu
UPAC Presents: UMN Gophers vs. Northwestern Bus Trip
Time: 9-5 p.m.
Place: Minné Hall
Contact: Lydia Rux
upac@winona.edu
Dream Closet
Time: Noon-3 p.m.
Place: Tau Center
Contact: Chloe Healy
chealy14@winona.edu
Jazz Combos
Time: 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Place: Kryzsko Commons - Zanes Stage
Contact: Marybeth Lenhardt
mlenhardt@winona.edu
PACT Club
Time: 7-8 p.m.
Place: Integrated Wellness Complex 138
Contact: Emma Severson
epseverson14@winona.edu
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Community protests against Session’s resignation
RACHEL HOLLCRAFT
local reporter
rhollcraft17@winona.edu

N

early 50 people came to Windom Park on Thursday, Nov. 8
at 5 p.m. to rally in response to the
resignation of Attorney General Jeff
Sessions and the appointment of
Matthew Whitaker.
Sessions turned in his resignation
at the request of President Trump on
Nov 7. Sessions was quickly replaced with Acting Attorney General Matthew Whitaker.
This rally was just one of hundreds held across the nation on Nov.
8. The rallies were organized by a
group called, “Nobody is Above the
Law.”
According to their website, the
group is ready to rally at any moment if Trump makes a decision
Community member Nancy Pellowski leads a protest about President Trump’s firing of Attorney
RACHEL HOLLCRAFT
that is on their list of “Red Lines.”
General Jeff Sessions on Nov. 7. The rally gathered in Windom Park on Nov. 8 to call for congress to
local reporter
take action in wake of the most recent upset in the Trump administration.
rhollcraft17@winona.edu
Nancy Pelosi led the rally standing on the Windom Park fountain,
any investigations into obstruction
Sessions being replaced by Trump
protesting Trump’s choice to fire
because they believe that the way
loyalist, Whitaker. She believes
Sessions and institute Whitaker and of justice,” Pelosi said.
to create change is through visible
Most people in the crowd held
that with Whitaker as Acting Atdemanding change.
representation.
signs to speak their minds. Several
torney General a fair investigation
Pelosi rallied the crowd by leadsigns had caricatures of Trump. One by Mueller will not be able to take
ing multiple chants, including the
sign had a quote from Shakespeare
place.
movement’s tagline “No one is
on the danger of ignorance. A com“We feel strongly that the investiabove the law, Trump is not above
mon sign had the line, “Nobody is
gation needs to continue because we
the law,” with each chant growing
above the law.”
need to know the truth. Somebody,
louder and louder.
One participant, Timothy Forester, Russia, interfered with our election.
Pelosi’s speech encouraged those
spoke to the importance of educaIf we don’t get to the bottom of how
present to take action by calling
tion. He is aware from his knowlthat happened… we will never be
their congressional representatives
edge of history how democracy can able to protect or trust our elections
and demanding several things.
be suppressed, and he feels that
going forward.” Pelosi said.
“They need to pass legislation
ignorance is often the cause of a
Ultimately, people rallied because
to protect the [Muller] investigathey believe in a fair democracy
tion. They need to demand that Mr. failed democracy.
The rally called for the end of
that can be trusted. People who
Whitaker recuse himself from the
imbalance of power in the govshowed up across the nation on
investigation and promise not to
Nov. 8 to voice their beliefs, did so
interfere. They also need to start up ernment. Pelosi is concerned with
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Resilience in education graduate program
KAMERON WILSON
features reporter
kwilson14@winona.edu

F

or the past few months, several
committee members, led by Director of Integrated Wellness Kate
Noelke, have been putting together
a calendar that showcases events
happening on the campus grounds
of Winona State University. The
events for the 2018-2019 school
year are centered around the theme
of resilience.
While every Warrior at Winona
State expresses their resilient characteristics at their own pace, some
students have gained recognition
for their resilient expression by the
resilience panel.
For the month of October, resilience panel member and ESL
instructor Tammy Brians nominated
Mariana Vines Marchesi for her
efforts in exhibiting resilience on
campus.
As a graduate of Winona State,
Marchesi seeks to pursue her master’s degree in English through the
TESOL program on campus.
“I got here at Winona State two
years ago with a full ride scholarship,” Marchesi said. “I worked
one year as a Foreign Language
teaching assistant, teaching Spanish.
Through a full-ride program, I got
into contact with the TESOL program because I was allowed to take
classes there.”

Mariana Vines Marchesi, a graduate of Winona State, was
nominated for showing resilience in her employment at the
Winona State Writing Center, the English department, the
English Language Center and Student Senate.

Aside from taking classes,
Marchesi involves herself on campus through her employment in the
Winona State Writing Center, the
English department, the English
Language Center and Student Senate.
Though Marchesi has exhibited
resilience in every aspect of her
employment, her resilient efforts
had the most impact within her
profession as an ELS instructor.
Brians, who is also a colleague of
Marchesi's, experienced Marchesi’s
resilient characteristics firsthand.

NATALIE TYLER
photographer
ntyler16@winona.edu

“I thought [Marchesi] would be a
good example of resilience because
she has such a positive attitude and
spirit,” Brians said. “She has all
the struggles that most graduate
students have, but she is always
positive and always has a smile for
everyone.”
Aside from the amount of work
that Marchesi faces from her jobs,
she remains grateful for her experience within the TESOL program.
“The professors in the TESOL
program are amazing and they are
always available to you whenev-

er you need help,” Marchesi said.
“They are willing to work with you,
advise your paper and give you
good advice, which I really appreciate.”
Brains identifies with Marchesi’s
resilient efforts on certain occasions.
“I don't really get to see her very
often, but when I do, she always
takes time to say hello and catch
up,” Brians said. “She is kind and
clearly cares about her colleagues
and community here at Winona
State.”
While Brians appreciates
Marchesi for her resilient efforts
within her areas of employment,
Marchesi has appreciated Brians
for her comradery and guidance in
being an ESL instructor.
“[Brains] really pushed me forward to not being so shy,” Marchesi
said. “She wanted me to go for
more and try to include myself
within the Winona community. She
has this personality of a strongwilled woman and when you see
her, you sense her presence.”
As Marchesi continues her effort
in pursuing her master’s in English
at Winona State, she continues to
find motivation in succeeding within her areas of employment.
“You can have passion for something, but unfortunately if you are
not good at doing it or if you’re not
helping others doing that, maybe
that is not the field you should devote yourself.” Marchesi said.
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Dream Closet hosts free shopping event
MCKENNA SCHERER
features reporter
Mckenna.Scherer@go.winona.edu

O

n Nov. 18 from 12-3 p.m. at
the Tau Center on Winona
State University’s West Campus,
Dream Closet will be hosting its
sixth event at Winona State.
Dream Closet is an organization
that strives to help community
members by providing donated,
gently used clothing to all in need.
The organization got its start-up
back in 2013 at Mankato State University and was brought to Winona
State
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"We have clothing for everyone. No one leaves
without finding something perfect for them. We have
around 250 shoppers at the event, with the number
growing each semester as the event becomes more
well-known throughout the community."
-Chloe Healy, team leader for the Dream Closet Organization
University in spring 2016, having
since been a part of the college and
Winona’s community.

As stated on the Dream Closet
Facebook page, items will include
clothing for men, women, teens/ju-

niors, youth and babies. The organization has around 35 volunteers for
the event and is funded every year
by the Student Senate of Winona
State to make it a free event for the
community.
Chloe Healy, team leader for the
Dream Closet Organization, as well
as president of the Society for Human Resource Management, commented on how the event is able to
occur at no expense to shoppers.

Continued on page 12, Closet.
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Film in review: "Halloween"
JOSH DELAROSA
film reporter
jdelarosa13@winona.edu

T

here is finally a “Halloween” sequel that is not just
serviceable. Director David Gordon Green’s continuation of John
Carpenter’s 1978 classic of the
same name brings back horror icon
Michael Myers in all his stalking,
brooding glory. Similar to how its
predecessor made the night a terrifying entity in and of itself, children will once again grow up in a
world where fear of the dark, or just
what’s at the bottom of a dark staircase, isn’t a baseless superstition.
On top of that, Green and co-writer Danny McBride offer a thoughtful meditation on the effects of
trauma, suggesting a survivor can
either be a victim to their experiences or surmount their fears and
retake control of their life.
Since the events of the original
"Halloween," Laurie Strode (played
once again by Jamie Lee Curtis)
has lived in constant dread, in
anticipation that murderer Michael
Myers will return to wreak havoc
and terror on the unsuspecting town
of Haddonfield, Illinois. Strode’s
anxiety has made her a black sheep
to those around her, including her

and boring. In fact, it is difficult to
find any faults with the film that are
not just nitpicks.
For the sake of neutrality, however, an attempt will be made.
Green and McBride both hail
The Winonan's film reporter rates "Halloween" 4.5/5 buckets
from comedy roots, and while the
film focuses almost entirely on
the
characters’
ultimate
demise.
family, and it is through her eyes
building tension and portraying
Whereas the original “Halloween” Myers as the unstoppable bogeythat we see the effects of trauma
and how a person is never the same helped spawn the slasher genre,
man, there are instances where their
this reboot of the dormant series
following it.
origins begin to show. The outcome
reignites
it
by
taking
horror
back
Curtis’s take on Laurie is nothing
is mostly successful—especially in
to a simpler time. While there are
like her 70s antecedent. Whereas
regard to newcomer Jibrail Nantamthe Laurie of Carpenter’s film spent certainly moments of profound
bu’s character Julian—but there is
violence and gore, Green opts to
most of the third act running from
a moment or two where a character
keep
the
violence
relatively
tamed
Myers, Green’s Laurie actually runs
seems to be aware of their role as
by either having it occur off-screen
toward the monster whenever it
the comic relief, and they have the
or building tension in its place. The capacity to grind the tension to a
rears its head. It’s as if she is saying, “I may be damaged, but I’m not result is a foreboding sense of doom halt.
that is much more effective than any
weak, either.” This is a refreshing
Other than that, “Halloween” is
amount of frivolous blood and guts an effective foray back to the town
interpretation of the slasher procould achieve.
tagonist, as most are suspect to the
of Haddonfield and a welcome
2018’s “Halloween” is definitely
pitfalls of questionable logic and all
return for two of horror’s most
a
product
of
its
time.
From
cinearound poor decision-making.
iconic characters. Only time will
matographer Michael Simmonds’s
Curtis’s performance is further
tell if Green’s film will have the
intimate voyeurism to even the
enhanced by the supporting cast,
same legacy as Carpenter’s, but it is
most minor of characters presentwho approach her gun-toting readdifferent and unique enough to stir a
ing
themselves
as
an
actual
human
iness for action with a healthy dose
conversation about the evolution of
being—and not some loony proof skepticism and bewilderment.
horror and where it might be headjection created solely for the main
Had the movie been made by less
ing. 4.5/5
antagonist to vent their primal
capable hands, this omnipresent
predilections—Green incorporates
animosity that Laurie faces would
just enough meta self-awareness to
come across as annoying and only
keep the film from being predictable
encourage the audience to root for
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Football, continued from page 1.

Students from the ROTC program at Winona
State present the American flag during the national anthem in honor of Veterans Day at the
last football game of the year.

NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu

Senior wide receiver Elliot Cox reaches for the ball in one of the
first attempts for a touchdown during the last game of the year
against Concordia University, St. Paul. The warriors achieved a
narrow 24-20 win, ending the season with a record of eight wins
and three losses.

Winona State football players overwhelm the Golden Bears with a group tackle during the final game of the year on Nov. 10 at Altra Federal
Credit Union Stadium.
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NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu

NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu

Senior offensive lineman Colin
Valley walk with his parents,
Timothy and Colleen, during
the parade of seniors for senior
day on Saturday, Nov. 10.

NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu

Senior Isaiah Frandsen leaps
over a player from Concordia
University, St. Paul, scoring
the first touchdown of the last
game of the season.

NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu
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Closet, continued from page 8.

“Student Senate graciously gives
us money each semester to buy
food for the shoppers like granola
bars, tangerines, fruit snacks, water
bottles and juice boxes,” Healy said.
“For the clothing part, we gather
donations from the community and
from students and faculty on-campus.”
The clothing items at the event are
all donations from the community.
Up until Friday, Nov. 16, donations
will be accepted by dropping off
items in donation boxes. These
boxes are in accessible areas around
Winona including on Winona
State’s campus in most academic
buildings and in local grocery stores
like HyVee, Midtown Foods and
Bluff Country Co-op.
“We have clothing for everyone,”
Healy said. “No one leaves without
finding something perfect for them.
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We have around 250 shoppers at
the event, with the number growing
each semester as the event becomes
more well-known throughout the
community.”
Due to the growing awareness
of the event, volunteers who work
for Dream Closet spend as long as
five hours setting up the event a day
before it occurs and stay as long as
needed afterwards for clean-up, all
for the community to have maximum ease and enjoyment at the
event.
Although Nov. 18’s event has
enough volunteers, there is more
than one occurrence of the event per
year – once per semester – and will
hopefully continue for many years
to come.
Abigail Ross, co-head of the
Dream Closet social media, commented on the volunteer effort of

the organization.
“One of the best things about this
organization is the amount of work
we see from our volunteers and how
much people coming to these events
appreciate it,” Ross said.
Volunteers do tons of work before, during and after each event,
including asking local companies
for donations, promoting the event
around the community and greeting
shoppers with bags to put items in
at each event if they don’t come
with one.
“The actual events are what really
touch our volunteers and make
them want to come back,” Ross
said. “Seeing people come back to
the events year after year, getting to
continue those connections and see
where they are now [is what’s so
great about volunteering].”
Dream Closet does not just toss

remaining items out either, any
items left over get re-donated to
the community and go to the Grace
Place and Volunteer Services in
Winona.
With the number of shoppers
growing every year, it is recommended that people show up early
to start shopping right at 12 p.m.
“The baby and youth clothing
are very popular. Therefore, it goes
fast,” Healy said.

MCKENNA SCHERER
features reporter
Mckenna.Scherer@go.winona.edu
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Way Back Winonan: On this day in 1984

Meet the features staff...

Kellen Brandt
Features reporter

Ren Gennerman
Profile reporter

McKenna Scherer
Features reporter

Kameron Wilson
Features reporter
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

W

Winonan Mission:
To inform and empower
the campus and
community of Winona
State University.
Inform: to report news
and events that affect the
campus and community.
Empower: to provide
students with an outlet
for creativity and an
opportunity to learn all
aspects of newspaper
operations.

Oops...
In the Nov. 7 issue, in the article “Class availability
affects graduation date,” on page one it was stated
that Winona State has just over 20 classes that are
taught only one semester every year. The actual
number of classes that are taught only one semester
every year is just over 2000 classes.

Nov. 14, 2018

Meet the editing staff...
Editor-In-Chief: Zach Bailey
zsbailey14@winona.edu

News Editor: Madelyn Swenson
mcswenson15@winona.edu

Features Editor: Morghan Lemmenes
mlemmenes16@winona.edu

Sports Editor: Mitchell Breuer
mbreuer17@winona.edu

Photo Editor: Nicole Girgen
ngirgen14@winona.edu

Copy Editor: Erin Jones
eejones14@winona.edu

Online Editor: Morgan Reddekopp
mreddekopp16@winona.edu
Business Manager: Samantha McDonald
skmcdonald15@winona.edu
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Free and responsible speech: A letter to the editor
The U.S. Bill of Rights gives
all Americans unprecedented
freedoms. Here at WSU, we support
the freedom of speech, press, and
assembly of all of our students, and
we hope to create an environment
where the First Amendment thrives.
But our shared commitment to
free speech means that we will all
encounter ideas with which we do
not agree, and even ideas we find
offensive, shocking, and troubling.
Each of us has a right to speak
freely. These freedoms do not
exist in a vacuum, however. As
Eleanor Roosevelt said, “with
freedom comes responsibility.”
Living in a community requires us
to think about when our rights are
paramount and should supersede

the community, and when the
community is paramount and we
choose not to exercise a right to
the fullest. Experience teaches
us to use speech responsibly and
thoughtfully, mindful that everyone
will not agree with us, mindful that
our actions may be remembered,
and willing to weather the
disagreement that follows. Just as
freedom is not free, free speech is
not free of cost and consequence.
The U.S. courts have determined
that the First Amendment does
have some limitations. The First
Amendment does not protect piracy,
obscenity, libel, and slander. Neither
does it protect what the courts call
“inciting imminent lawless action”:
words that try to provoke others

into breaking the law. Fighting
words are not protected by the First
Amendment either. This means that
racist, sexist, and homophobic slurs
could all be considered fighting
words, and therefore not protected.
What’s the best way to respond
to speech that you find offensive,
shocking, and troubling? Generally,
the best response is more and
better speech. If you hear an idea
with which you don’t agree, use
your freedom of speech, press,
and assembly to respond. Please
be reflexive and mindful of the
consequences of your own speech.
If the speech you’ve encountered
is hate speech, fighting words,
incitement to violence and so on,
then I’d ask that you report it to a

campus official. A good place to
report such things is our Office of
Legal Affairs in Somsen 202 or
online at https://www.winona.edu/
affirmativeaction/complaint.asp.
We try to practice responsible
and effective protest and free
speech here at WSU. We have
also established a Commission
on Academic Freedom and
Free Speech (CAFFS) to craft
a statement expressing WSU’s
commitment to these ideals.
Meanwhile, please join us in
the cacophony of ideas that is this
university and is the reality of
freedom of speech.
Sincerely yours,
Scott R. Olson, President

Freedom of speech vs. freedom of consequence: A letter to the editor
We live in a country that gives us
the freedom of speech. We are given
the protection by the government to
say what crosses our minds and to
condemn or praise politicians and
policies that we don’t agree with.
This is a right we are privileged
to have, and can use and exercise
when we best see fit.
However, we are not free from
consequences. You can choose to
say what you want without being
prosecuted. I want to acknowledge

that hate speech is still free speech,
but that does not mean hate
speech is okay. We attend a public
university that promotes free speech
and inclusive excellence. I want to
remind students that you can use
your speech in any way you choose,
but it could end up negatively
affecting your relationships with
peers, professors, or employers.
While you will not be prosecuted,
you could still face consequences
that affect your future.

I want to encourage students to
have open conversation while still
being mindful of others’ beliefs.
Being considerate goes a long
way, and taking the time to listen
to others’ concerns could help you
further expand your own opinions.
It would be a wonderful experience
to have an open conversation and
engender further understanding,
instead of spewing hate speech and
cutting off the potential flow of
communication.

I urge everyone to use their
freedom of speech, but remember
that it’s most important to be
conscious of consequences and
think before speaking. We can
have an open dialogue on campus
– without the need for hate speech.
So, take a moment, breathe, and
discuss your beliefs with poise and
an open mind.
Christina Melecio
President, WSU Student Senate

Meet the photography staff...

Derek Dravis

Shannon Galliart

Natalie Tyler
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Birth looks back at his time in Winona
CHRISTOPHER EDWARDS
sports reporter
christopher.edwards@go.winona.edu

C

ollege for most people means
a lot of new things, especially
new surroundings, but for Winona
State University senior Eric Birth,
his surroundings have stayed the
same.
Being from Winona, he made a
choice to stay in his hometown for
college.
With the final game as a Warrior
having been this past Saturday,
Birth says that he is “very excited”
though it would be an emotional
moment for him.
“I’m sure at the game I’ll be crying,” Birth said.
Birth has been playing football
since 7th grade with his last game
for the Warriors coming this past
weekend, after which he turns his
attention on his additional schooling.
When he first started playing running back, Birth said his idol was
former Super Bowl champion Reggie Bush, a player he has modeled
in his own playing style, admiring
his ability to use his speed to get
past defenders.
Birth noted that his style has
changed because he slowed down
and uses his strength to run over
opponents, something that was displayed on his 33-yard touchdown
run last week that closed the win
against Augustana.
“I still don’t understand to this
day how I even got into the end
zone,” Birth said when describing
the moment.

16 - SPORTS

Senior running back Eric Birth attempts to weave around players from the University of Minnesota Duluth on Oct.
20 at Altra Federal Credit Union Stadium, Birth has played for Winona State all four years and chose to remain in
his hometown for college.

Being the veteran of the backfield, Birth plays a big role, even
between plays he does his part to
help the team.
“I will explain what happened so
the next play they can go in and do
better on that play. So that’s kind of
like where I feel like my role fits in
it,” Birth said.
Birth’s fellow running backs joke
with him that he is “touchdown
hungry” because in the red zone he
comes in.
Football has not always been a
positive expiernce though, as injuries have impacted Birth a lot in his
career. In total, he said he has had
seven surgeries, one of which was
on his shoulder. e.

Though it has made things difficult for him and he has even had
thoughts that it might stop him
from playing this year.
With his playing career coming
to an end, Birth looks to become a
football coach or a gym teacher and
currently double majors in physical
education and health, as well as
double minoring in coaching and
developmental/adaptive physical
education. Birth even noted an
interest in coaching fellow running
backs.
Looking back at his four years
as a Warrior Birth sees the improvement he’s made. Birth said
his first year was fun, but the team
didn’t win as much and, in his

DEREK DRAVIS
photographer
ddravis15@winona.edu

second-year, weight was a problem, but he noted his third year was
when a big change occurred.
“I completely switched up my
whole mentality. I started working
out more and started eating healthier then started running more. I
started watching a lot more film
trying to be the best running back I
could be,” Birth said.
This helped him stay a key part of
the Warriors offense.
Birth ended his career as a Warrior with 39 yards rushing on
seven attempts during Saturday’s
season-finale against Concordia
University.
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Men’s basketball confident heading into new year
In addition, Winona State will
also feature some new faces. One
of which is first-year guard Luke
Martens who comes from Apple
his weekend, the Winona State Valley High, where he was a part of
University men’s basketball
two state champion teams.
team will play their first home
“Heading into my first year
game of the season. They will host at Winona State my mindset is
Waldorf University for a 3 p.m.
to grow as the season goes on,”
matchup on Saturday, Nov. 17.
Martens said. “This is a very tough
Entering the year, the team looks league we play in and we as a team
to improve upon their 19-10 rehave high expectations. We want to
cord from a season ago. While the
meet those expectations and work
Warriors’ roster isn’t exactly the
hard every day toward them.”
same, the team will feature many
Despite it being his first season
returning players, including sewith the university, Martens is not
nior forward Charlie Koontz, who
letting that stop him from setting
recorded 155 points the during
high expectations for himself.
2017-18 season.
“I want to have the best year of
“We surprised a lot of people
basketball I’ve ever had up to this
last year, but this year is different,” point,” Martens said. “I’ll do anyKoontz said. “Our goal this year is thing I need to do to help this team
to get to the national tournament.
win games.”
To do that we will have to finish
The Winona State fanbase will
as a top-three or four team in the
have plenty of opportunities to see
conference.”
the team on their home court this
With some familiarity around
season as they will play 14 games
him, Koontz expressed his belief
in Winona, which includes six in-ain the structure that has been set up row starting on Nov. 17 and going
within the team.
through Dec. 8.
“I think we have a good mix of
When asked what games he
young and old guys,” Koontz said. is looking forward to the most,
“We have a great foundation and all Koontz pointed towards their Dec.
of the returners are very tight with
14 road trip to Mankato for a game
each other which leads to chemisagainst Minnesota State Universitry on the court.”
ty-Mankato.

MITCHELL BREUER
sports editor
mbreuer17@winona.edu

T

“A key matchup for the season
is always Mankato,” Koontz said.
“Winona and Mankato have always
had a strong rivalry for any sport,
but especially basketball. They are
preseason ranked first in the conference and us at fourth, so it’ll be
a good test when that game comes
around.”
While their home debut awaits,
the Warriors have already seen
action with two exhibition games
against Loyola University Chicago
and Creighton University, where
they lost both. They also had two
games in the Hillyard Tip-Off Classic, which took place in St. Joseph
Missouri, where they lost against
Missouri Western State University and Northwest Missouri State
University.

Despite the lack of early success,
the team remains confident in its
ability to perform as they look to
bounce back in their return to McCown Gymnasium.
“Hopefully we can start the year
off strong and make it not only a
fun year for us, but for the Winona
community and our fans as well,”
Koontz said.
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Football season ends with heroic comeback
BARRY ALLEN
sports reporter
barry.allen@go.winona.edu

T

he Winona State Warrior
football team ended their 2018
season Saturday with a dramatic
24-20 victory over the Concordia
St. Paul Golden Bears.
It may have been Senior Day at
Alta Federal Credit Union Stadium
but, it was junior backup quarterback John Rumpza who stole the
show, providing the comeback win
for the Warriors.
Rumpza, who was diagnosed
with testicular cancer, underwent
successful surgery, chemotherapy and rehab before rejoining his
teammates midway through the
spring season earlier this year,
had seen limited action this year.
However, that changed quickly as
sophomore starting quarterback
Owen Burke was injured on a sack
late in the third quarter.
Concordia St. Paul led the Warriors 17-14 when Rumpza took the
field in the third quarter. Junior
kicker Paul Ortiz was able to even
the score with a 34-yard field goal
heading into the fourth quarter.
The final quarter started with
Concordia St. Paul adding a field
goal on their first drive to make the
score 20-17. Both defenses locked
down for the next 10 minutes of
action, with neither team scoring
during that time.
One of the turning points in the
contest came late in the fourth
quarter when the Golden Bears
faced a fourth-and-two at the
Warriors’ 37-yard line. Instead of
attempting a 50+ yard field goal,
Concordia St. Paul went for it on
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The Winona State Football team faced off against Concordia University, St. Paul on Saturday, November 10 at
Altra Federal Credit Union Stadium. The Warriors ended the last game of the year and senior day on a high note,
taking home a close win with a score of 24-20.

fourth down which resulted in a
huge sack by sophomore Carter
Duxbury. The sack gave John
Rumpza and the Warrior offense
the ball back, trailing by three, with
2:49 left on the clock.
Rumpza showed great poise and
didn’t crack under pressure as he
orchestrated a seven-play, 53-yard
drive that resulted in the game-winning touchdown pass to junior
Connor Schulz, who snagged eight
passes for a career-best 92-yards
and a score during the game..
Senior offensive lineman Colin
Valley praised Rumpza’s performance following the game.
“I’m really happy for [Rumpza],”
Valley said. “He has been working
hard all year and on the last game
he got his chance. He led us down
the field and then made a big throw
to give us the lead.”

With time dwindling on the final
drive by the Golden Bears, senior
Josh Hawes sealed the win with his
first interception of the season.
Hawes’ interception was just one
during the contest, where the Warrior defense posted a season-high
five interceptions. Sophomore Isaiah Hall caught two for the second
straight week and junior Romario
Gayle added another.
Before the game, 12 Warrior
seniors were honored before
kickoff on Saturday and Eric Birth
was one of them. Birth gained 39
rushing yards in his final game
as a Warrior, which brought his
career rushing yards to 1,572, good
enough for 17th in program history.
Defensive end Michael Ferrante
tallied one sack and brought his
career total to 17.5, which is ninth
in program history.

NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu

The Winona State Warriors ended
the 2018 season with an 8-3 record
and reached the eight-win plateau
for the 14th time in head coach
Tom Sawyer’s 23-year Warrior
coaching career.
When asked what to look forward to for next year’s Warrior
football team, Valley hopes the
team will continue to improve.
“We had a lot of individuals who
gained good experience this year,”
Valley said. “With Nick Pridgeon
and Michael Gomez healthy the
defensive side of the ball instantly
improves. Offensively, we have a
lot of good athletes that will start to
shine in the coming years.”
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Women's basketball eyes NSIC Championship
LAUREN LOTT
sports reporter
llott14@winona.edu

W

inona State Women’s Basketball returned with their
first regular season game Friday,
Nov. 6 against Quincy University
in Quincy, Illinois.
“We put in a new offense that
works to everyone’s strengths,”
senior Rachel Novotny said. “We
have been working hard to get
everyone on the same page and
making the right reads has been a
major focus of ours.”
They have gotten some practice
with exhibition games against Iowa
State University and Saint Mary’s
University. They lost 39-73 against

Iowa, but came back to win 81-54
in their home gym on Saturday.
“The two exhibition games we
have played have been great,”
Novotny said. “The two different
opponents had very different playing styles, which has made it fun
to play such different opponents so
far.”
The team had a successful season
last year, making it all the way to
the NSIC championship game.
“We do have a majority of the
people back from last year which
this year will help having more
experience than last year,” Novotny said. “This team this year is
super competitive which is shown
through our energy every day. This
will absolutely help us be super

successful this year.”
The team has been working together well so far this year.
“Honestly everyone on our team
right now has a piece of the puzzle
for us,” Novotny said. “They are
all going to have a positive impact
to help us achieve our goals this
season. We have a great group of
talented girls that have a ton of potential and are only going to grow
as we get more experience as the
season progresses.”
Senior Kayla Schaefer and Sophomore Allie Pickrain were the top
two scorers on the Warriors in the
exhibition win against SMSU with
10 and 16 points, respectively
“We are playing well together
and can only improve as the season

goes on,” Novotny said.
Their next couple of games will
be good practice before they have
NSIC conference games starting
with Upper Iowa University on
Dec. 1st.
“I am honestly looking forward
to playing every game and each
opponent of ours,” Novotny said.
“Coming from the fact that this is
my last year, I am feeling excited
and blessed to play each and every
game.”
The Warriors will be on the road
for their next four games, but will
return for some action in Winona
with their first conference game on
December 1st.

Hockey makes its return to Winona State
SYDNEY MOHR
sports reporter
smmohr15@winona.edu

H

ockey could be called the
“life-blood” sport of Minnesota, after all it is the “The State of
Hockey”.
So it would make sense that a
collegiate level athletic department would have a hockey club on
campus to help boost the love of
the sport between athletes and fans
alike.
According to junior co-captain
and goalie Tyler Werne of the
Winona State Hockey club, the
program started back in 2011 and
the team only played a few games
a season.
“Over the years the club built up
and ended up joining the American
Collegiate Hockey Association and

Western Collegiate Club Hockey
Association, which are both competitive leagues,” Werne said. “It’s
been great to watch the club expand into something more. During
this time, it has developed into
being more than just a club sport.
Being a part of these leagues has
made for a more competitive and
fun season.”
However, there was an absence
of a hockey team within the 20172018 school year at Winona State.
Speculations arose, but nothing was
ever truly confirmed or announced
by the university and Werne just
said that the team was suspended in
2017 and is trying as hard as they
can to recover.
“Now we are on a rebuilding
year, which is always a struggle,
but we have a great group of guys
this season and look forward to

building the team and our reputation back up,” Werne said.
Along with struggling to rebuild
their reputation, the hockey club
had to deal with a last-minute
scramble to find an arena. Bud
King Ice Arena in Winona, which
has served as the team’s home in
the past, was unable to offer their
arena up to the Warriors this season
for undisclosed reasons. Fortunately, La Crescent was able to open
up their arena to the team so they
would be able to play their ‘home’
games.
“As far as playing in La Crescent
there have been some downsides,
such as not having the best opportunity to get fans to the games,
travel time, gas, safety and it’s hard
to get other hockey players that
aren’t on the club team to come
out and see what it’s like,” Werne

said. “While there have been some
downsides, we are very grateful
for how the La Crescent hockey
community has opened their doors
to us. They have made this season
possible and made us feel very welcome in a rink that isn’t considered
our home rink.”
The Warriors will regain their
title as full members of both ACHA
and WCCHA and will have a full
schedule ahead of them..
So far, the Warriors have had a
tough time catching their footing as
they have had five losses and three
wins, one of which just took place
with a city battle against St. Mary’s
University.
The next two games for Winona
State hockey will be played in St.
Paul, Minnesota against University
of St. Thomas on Friday, Nov. 16
and Saturday, Nov. 17.
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Sports this week...

* Home games in bold

Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday,
Saturday,
Sunday,
Monday,
Tuesday,
November 14 November 15 November 16 November 17 November 18 November 19 November 20
at NCCA
Central Region
Championship
11 a.m.

Cross
Country
Women’s
Basketball
Men’s
Basketball

at Quincy
University
7 p.m.

.

at Quincy
University
1 p.m.

vs. Waldorf
University
3 p.m.

vs. Viterbo
University
7 p.m.

Corrections commissioner speaks at Winona
Commissioner of Corrections speaker, Tom
Roy, discusses his experience with individual
offenders to students on Wednesday, Nov. 6 in
Minne hall.
The speech was open for anyone to attend,
but recommended for Criminal Justice students.
Roy discussed what deterrent was, and his
carrier as a corrections officer and public
servant.
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